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E.O. 1 1652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, SP 

SUBJECT: ELECTION CAMPAIGN OFFICIALLY OPENS; POLLS STILL DIPFER 
REF: MADRID 3826 

1 . THE OFPICIAL OPENING MAY 24 OP THE ELECTION CAMPAIGN OF 
COURSE CAUGHT ALL PARTIES AND CANDIDATES ALREADY GOING 
PULL TILT, BUT THE INTENSITY SHOULD PICK UP EVEN PURTHER 
OVER THE NEXT THREE WEEKS, WITH ALL PARTIES CAREFULLY 
PLANNING TO COME TO PULL CRESCENDO AT CAMPAIGN'S END. 

ASIDE PROM THE PICK-UP IN RHYTHM, THE PRINCIPAL DIPPERENCE 
BETWEEN THE OPPICIAL CAMPAIGN PERIOD AND THE UNABASHED 
CAMPAIGNING THAT HAS PRECENDED IT SHOULD BE THE TELEVISION 
TIME ALLOTED TO THE PARTIES, AND THE ALLOCATION OP TV TIME 
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REMAINS A BONE OP CONTENTION. 

2. DESPITE THE CAMPAIGNING THAT HAS ALREADY GONE ON, 

THE POLLS REPORTED IN THE VARIOUS (AND OFTEN PARTISAN) 

PUBLICATIONS CONTINUE TO DIVERGE CONSIDERABLY, AGREEING 
MAINLY ON THE CONTINUING HIGH NUMBER OP UNDECIDED AND ON 
THE PRIMACY OP THE SUAREZ-LED UCD. AND EVEN THOUGH 
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NO ONE DISPUTES THE NOTION THAT SUAREZ EORCES WILL WIN 
A PLURALITY, THE SIZE OF THAT PLURALITY STILL PROVOKES 
A VARIETY OF OPINION. ALIANZA POPULAR STOCK SEEMS TO 
HAVE DECLINED SOMEWHAT. ITS RHETORIC HAS SKEWED TO 
THE RIGHT IN RECENT WEEKS, PERHAPS FRIGHTENING SOME 
VOTERS. PERHAPS MOST IMPORTANT, THE GOVERNMENT TAKE- 
OVER OF THE UCD HAS PROBABLY DEPRIVED THE ALIANZA 
POPULAR OF PART OF ITS PUTATIVE CONSTITUENCY OF LOCAL 
OFFICIALS AND VOTERS AFRAID OF ADVENTURES. TO A DEGREE, 

THE PSOE STOCK APPEARS TO BE INCREASING, WHILE THE OTHER 
SIGNIFICANT CONTENDERS (CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATS, COMMUNISTS) 
DO NOT SHOW SIGNIEICANT SUPPORT IN THE POLLS. AT ALL 
EVENTS, THE OEFICIAL CAMPAIGN, TO BE FOUGHT OUT IN THE 
PROVINCES, HAS JUST BEGUN AND WILL SURELY AFFECT VOTER 
PERCEPTIONS IN THE DAYS BEFORE JUNE 15. 

3. WE GIVE BELOW THE LATEST POLL (IN "EL PAIS") WHICH 
IS SURE TO GET CONSIDERABLE FOREIGN PRESS ATTENTION IN 
ORDER, AS MUCH AS ANYTING, TO POINT UP THE PROBLEMS OF 
PUBLISHED POLLS. THE SOUNDING WAS CONDUCTED ON MAY 18 
AND 19 IN THE FORM OF 1638 INTERVIEWS IN 68 SEPARATE 
POPULATION CENTERS. WHILE THE QTE MARGIN OF ERROR UNQTE 
IS PURPORTEDLY PLUS OR MINUS 2.5PERCENT, THERE IS NO 
INFORMATION AS TO THE DESIGN OF THE POLL AND ITS 
STRATIEICATION. IT WOULD IMMEDIATELY SEEM TO HAVE A 
BIAS AGAINST THE ALIANZA POPULAR (REFLECTED IN THE 
VERY LOW SUPPORT PERCENTAGES) BECAUSE IT IS LIMITED 
TO 68 CENTERS IN A NATION WITH 50 MAJOR ELECTORAL 
DISTRICTS AND A SIGNIEICANT MIX OE RURAL AND URBAN 
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POPULATIONS. ALSO IN A COUNTRY WITH MARKED REGIONAL DIFEER- 
ENCES, AND NO HISTORY OF ELECTIONS AND, HENCE, NO 
PRE-ELECTION POLLING, SUCH A SAMPLE SEEMS QUITE LOW, 

A PHENOMENON REPEATED IN OTHER PUBLISHED POLLS. (WE 
ARE TOLD BY REPUTABLE SOCIAL SCIENTISTS, BOTH AMERICAN 
AND SPANISH, THAT THE MAKE UP OF SPAIN AND ITS CURRENT 
POLITICAL CONTEXT PROBABLY REQUIRES A CAREFULLY STRATI- 
FIED SAMPLE IN THE RANGE OF 6 TO 7 THOUSAND) NONETHELESS, 

THE "EL PAIS" POLL, WITH ITS HEAVY PERCENTAGE OE "DON'T 
KNOW"' , ITS PLURALITY FOR THE SUAREZ FORCES AND ITS NOTA- 
TION OF SIGNIFICANT PSOE STRENGTH DOES NOT VARY A GREAT 
DEAL (EXCEPT IN RESPECT OF THE ALIANZA POPULAR) FROM THE 
PROJECTIONS GIVEN US ON A VERY PRIVATE BASIS BY THE GOS 
CHIEF POLL TAKER (REF). 
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4. THE POLL RESULTS WERE AS FOLLOWS (THE FIRST COLUMN 
OF FIGURES IS POR THE POLL PUBLISHED TODAY; THE SECOND 
POR COMPARATIVE PURPOSE, IT POR THE PIRST "EL PAIS" 

POLL OF MAY 10: 


20.1 19.0 


PERCENT PERCENT 
-UNION DE CENTRO DEMOCRATICO: 

-PSOE: 13.4 12.4 

-PCE: 5.8 5.0 

-AP: 5.7 4.5 

-PSP-PPS COALITION: 3.9 5.1 

-PDC (CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATS 3.0 1.0 

-ASD (PSDE AND PSOE-H): 1.7 0.3 

-FAR-LEFT INDEPENDENTS: 1.4 0.8 

-PAR-RIGHT (ALIANZA NACIONAL): 0.7 0.2 
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-OTHERS: 3.8 8.4 

-UNDECIDED: 25.7 28.4 

-NOT GOING TO VOTE: 5.6 4.5 

-UNDECIDED ON WHETHER TO VOTE: 9.2 10.4 
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100.0 100.0 

5. OF THE 25.7PERCENT UNDECIDEDS, 9PERCENT INDICATED THEY 
CONSIDERED THEMSELVES CENTRISTS; 3PERCENT SOCIALIST; IPERCENT 
SOCIAL DEOMCRATS; IPERCEHNT CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATS; AND IPERCENT 
"NEOFRANCOISTS," WITH SOME lOPERCENT STATING THEY WERE UNCERTAIN 
OF THIER GENERAL POLITICAL PREFERENCE. 

6. IN TERMS OF PERSONAL POLITICAL POPULARITY, PRIME 
MINISTER SUAREZ NOT SURPRISINGLY ENJOYED ALMOST TWICE 
THE SUPPORT OF HIS CLOSEST COMPETITOR, WITH 37PERCENT 
OF THOSE POLLED INDICATING THAT HE WOULD BE THEIR FIRST 
OR SECOND CHOICE. PSOE SECGEN FELIPE GONZALEZ 
FOLLOWED IN SECOND PLACE WITH FIRST OR SECOND MENTION 
BY I9PERCENT OE THOSE POLLED, AND PSP PRESIDENT TIERNO 
GALVAN TRAILED IN THIRD PLACE WITH 9PERCENT (FOLLOWED BY 
PCE SECGEN CARRILLO (7PERCENT), AP LEADER FRAGA (7PERCENT), 
CATALAN CENTRIST JORDI PUJOL (4PERCENT), CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATIC 
LEADER RUIZ GIMENEZ (4PERCENT), AND AP NOTABLE AND FORMER 
PRIME MINISTER ARIAS NAVARRO (4PERCENT)). 

7. AS FOR UNPOPULARITY, IN RESPONSE TO THE QUESTION 
WHICH OF THESE POLITICANS WOULD YOU NEVER VOTE EOR, 

FRAGA WAS NATED BY 32PERCENT CARRILLO BY 27PERCENT, PCE 
PRESIDENT IBARRURI BY 24PERCENT, ULTRA-RIGHTIST BLAS PINAR 
BY 2IPERCENT, AND ARIAS NAVARRO BY I8PERCENT. 

8. OF COURSE, ANY NATION-WIDE POLL WHICH DOES NOT 
ATTEMPT TO TRANSLATE POPULAR VOTE INTO NUMBERS OF 
PARLIAMENTRAY SEATS-THOUGH TAKING INTO ACCOUNT 
THE EXISTENCE OF 50 DISTINCT MAJOR ELECTORAL DISTRICTS, 
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THE REAL, IF SMALL BIAS IN FAVOR OF THE SMALLEST 
PROVINCES (A 3 SEAT MINIMUM) AND THE MODEST AGGREGA- 
TIVE EEFECTS OE THE D'HONDT PR SYSTEM EOR THE LARG- 
EST PARTIES-MUST BE VIEWED WITH CAUTION. AS AN EXAMPLE 
OF THE DISPARATE RESULTS OBTAINED BY DIFEERING 
APPROACHES TO THE QUESTION, MADRID WEEKLY MAGAZINE 
"OPINION" RECENTLY PUBLISHED A GUESSTIMATE (WITH EVEN 
LESS CLAIM TO VALIDITY THAN THE "EL PAIS" POLLS) WHICH 
POSTED THE FOLLOWING DISTRIBUTION OF THE CORTES' 

350 LOWER-HOUSE SEATS; 

-THE CENTER (CENTRO DEMOCRATICO, CHRISTIAN DEMO- 
CRATS, ASD, AND CANTARERO'S RSE); 176 SEATS (I.E., 

A MAJORITY OF I); 

-THE RIGHT (ALIANZA POPULAR AND ALIANZA NACIONAL); 

91 SEATS; 

-THE LEFT (SOCIALISTS AND COMMUNISTS); 49 SEATS; 
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AND 

-REGIONAL GROUPINGS: 34 SEATS. STABLER 
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